352

[ I had now come out of my silence and was staying in
Ashadevi's home, in order to revise and complete, with
her assistance, my English rendering of selected Vedic
hymns. In the cottage, where I had stayed during the
last months of silence, I had caught and removed to the
fields not less than 52 scorpians. One or two snakes also
inhabited the place. In Ashadevi's house, I set about
catching the rats and within about a week removed over
thirty to a distant upland,]

Swaraja Ashram, Bardoli,
3-l-142
f%. *?W,

You catch scorpians, rats, snakes. Presently you
will have a museum! I ! I am glad you are nearing
the end of your selections.

Love to you all,

Bapu
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Sevagram,
25-l-'42

Your letter. Your pathetic note was received in
Kashi.I could not understand why you should have
felt so grieved at our not meeting, as I went*. You
h&d met me in the morning, had you not ? But even
if you had not, you should be now above these

* Never in all these years had I not touched Bapu's feet
before he left for a journey; but on this occasion he had departed
before I realized what was happening.
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